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ANNCR: 

MINISTERS FROM THIRTY-SIX COUNTRIES MEET NEXT MONTH 
CJUNE 12-14) IN MEXICO CITY TO FACE UP TO A TOUGH QUESTION: 
WHY HAS THE WORLD FAILED TO FULFILL ITS PROMISE TO FEED ALL 
THE WORLD'S PEOPLE? THE OCCASION IS THE FOURTH MINISTERIAL 
MEETING OF THE WORLD FOOD COUNCIL -~ WHICH HAS ITS HEADQUARTERS 
IN ROME. VOA'S DAVID LENT HAS LOOKED INTO THE ISSUES INVOLVED -~ 
AND SENDS THIS REPORT, 
VOICE: 

THE ISSUES ARE FAIRLY SIMPLE: FOUR YEARS AGO THE NATIONS 
OF THE WORLD MET HERE IN ROME AND PLEDGED TO DO SOMETHING 
ABOUT PERPETUAL HUNGER -- ABOUT INADEQUATE FOOD PRODUCTION WHERE 
IT IS NEEDED MOST -- ABOUT CHILDREN WHO GO BLIND AND CHILDREN 
WHO OIE BECAUSE THEIR DIETS ARE INADEQUATE. THE WORLD FOOD 
CONFERENCE SET ITSELF FINE GOALS -- GOALS WELL WITHIN THE 
ABILITY OF HUMAN ACHIEVEMENT 

YET TODAY FIVE HUNDRED SEVENTY MILLION PEOPLE STILL 
SUFFER FROM MALNUTRITION. IN MANY AREAS OF THE WORLD UP TO 
ONE FOURTH OF ALL CHILDREN BORN ALIVE DIE FROM MALNUTRITION AND 
DISEASE BEFORE THEY REACH THE AGE OF FOUR. AND AT LEAST ONE 
HUNDRED THOUSAND CHILDREN GO BLIND EVERY YEAR BECAUSE OF SEVERE 
VITAMIN A DIFICIENCY. 

WHY? DOCTOR JOHN HANNAH = EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE WORLD 
FOOD COUNCIL -- HAS A FAIRLY SIMPLE EXPLANATION: HE SAYS THAT 
WHAT IS LACKING IS THE WILL AND THE VIGOR TO ACT. 

HE SAYS THERE ARE CONFLICTS OF INTERESTS AND DIFFERENT 


PERCEPTIONS OF PROBLEMS BETWEEN GOVERNMENTS AND INTERNATIONAL 
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ORGANIZATIONS. AND THIS, HE SAYS, IS INHIBITING ACTION, 
THERE IS A FUNDAMENTAL NEED FOR THE WORLD TO MOVE FROM ARGUMENT 
TO ACTION. 

HIS DEPUTY -- HARRY WALTERS -- VIEWS THE PROBLEM THIS WAY: 
TAPE: CUT ONE -- WALTERS 

“THE BASIC PROBLEM SEEMS TO 8E THAT WHILE EVERYONE KNOWS 
WHAT HE WOULD HAVE TO DO IN SOME GENERALIZED SENSE TO SOLVE THE 
PROBLEMS OF FOOD AND NUTRITION, AND KNOWS THAT THIS IS MUCH MORE 
THAN HE IS DOING NOW, IMPLEMENTATION IS NOT HAPPENING AT A PACE 
THAT WILL EVER MAKE IT POSSIBLE TO GET THERE." 
VOICE: 

EVERYONE AGREES ON THE GENERAL GOALS SET OUT IN THE 
WORLD FOOD CONFERENCE -- MISTER WALTERS SAYS -- BUT THEY FAIL TO 
AGREE ON THE CONCRETE STEPS NECESSARY TO ACHIEVE THESE GOALS. 
TAPE: CUT TWO -- WALTERS 

“THE UNDERLYING TRUTH OF THE FOOD PROBLEM IS THAT IT IS 
NOT BASICALLY A CRISIS SITUATION? ITS A CONTINUING LACK OF 
BALANCE BETWEEN THE CAPACITY TO ACQUIRE FOOD AND THE CAPACITY 
TO PRODUCE FOOD. AND THAT REQUIRES A LOT OF POLITICAL 
ADJUSTMENT ON THE PART OF THE DEVELOPING AND THE DEVELOPED 
COUNTRIES." 
VOICE: 

THE FIRST OBSTACLE TO A FRUITFUL TACKLING OF THE PROBLEM 
IS THAT PERCEPTIONS OF WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE AND HOW DIFFER IN 
THE DEVELOPED AND DEVELOPING WORLDS. AGAIN, MISTER WALTERS: 
TAPE: CUT THREE -~ WALTERS 

"THE DEVELOPED COUNTRIES SAY THAT THE PROBLEM OF INCREASING 
FOOD PRODUCTION IS ESSENTIALLY A PROBLEM OF THE DEVELOPING 


COUNTRIES THEMSELVES, THAT THEY MUST HAVE A HIGH PRIORITY FOR 
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FOOD. THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES SAY THAT THE DEVELOPED COUNTRIES 
ARE NOT PROVIDING ENOUGH EXTERNAL RESOURCES." 
VOICE: 

THE STAFF OF THE WORLD FOOD COUNCIL BELIEVES THAT CHANGES 
ARE NEEDED IN BOTH CAMPS: 
TAPE: CUT FOUR == WALTERS 

"WE THINK THAT THE DEVELOPED COUNTRIES MUST ADDRESS 
THEMSELVES TO THE QUESTION OF HOW THEY CAN DEVELOP MORE 
EXTERNAL ASSISTANCE FOR AGRICULTURE. BY THE SAME TOKEN THE 
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES ARE BEING ASKED TO CONSIDER HOW THEY CAN GET 
A HIGHER PRIORITY FOR FOOD AND AGRICULTURE. 
VOICE: 

THE PROBLEM -- THE OFFICIALS OF THE WORLD FOOD COUNCIL 
SAY -- CAN BE SOLVED. THE TECHNICAL KNOW-HOW EXISTS. 
BUT THE POLITICAL WILL MUST BE HARNESSED SO THAT THE JOB CAN 
BE DONE. AS MISTER WALTERS EXPLAINS, THE WORLD FOOD COUNCIL 
HAS A VITAL ROLE TO PLAY: 


TAPE: CUT FIVE -- WALTERS 





"THE ROLE OF THE WORLD FOOD COUNCIL IS THE CRYSTALIZATION 
OF POLITICAL PERCEPTION ABOUT HOW THE PROBLEM IS TO BE SOLVED. 
THE IMPORTANT THING IS THAT THE MINISTERS PERCEIVE THE NATURE 
OF THE PROBLEM AND THE GENERAL OUTLINES OF THE SOLUTION AND 
BEGIN SPECIFIC ACTION TO IMPLEMENT THEM." 
VOICE: 

ANDO THAT IS THE TASK FACING THE MINISTERS WHEN THEY MEET 
IN MEXICO CITY NEXT MONTH. 
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